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Greetings to you, 
 
A message from Pastor Kary: 
Following another (one of so many we lose count) incident of gun violence, I am 
bringing you this blessing from one of my favorite writers, Kate Bowler. She is a 
seminary professor at Duke Divinity School as well as a writer. 
 
For collective grief (when thoughts and prayers are not enough) 
 
This world. 
Impossible. 
Unthinkable. 
We are brought to our knees. 
 
God, today, there is no true north. 
And when I last checked,  
the sun did not rise at all. 
Today, the innocent still suffer, 
teachers still risk their lives, 
families still grieve. 
 
A world has ended without 
any reasonable fanfare. 
And we are sold the fantasy that nothing can be done. 
 
Help us to know what to feel -- rage, grief, sorrow. 
And what to do -- advocate, protest, lament. 
 
Blessed are we who let reality in, 
though our bodies shudder. 
 
Blessed are we 
who ask and wait, and ask again 
for the courage to change our culture 
whose laws and complicity subsidize death. 
 
God, give us hope that seems hard to find. 
 
--Kate Bowler 
 
Dear friends in Christ, these acts of violence are happening to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ; recently the elderly sitting in church on Sunday morning, African Americans 
grocery shopping and children sitting in their classroom. Although it is so hard to do, 
may we not look away.  
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Join us for worship this weekend on Saturday at 5:30pm or Sunday at 9:00am. If you 

can't make it in person, you can live stream the Sunday service on our YouTube 

channel: First Lutheran Church, Lake City, MN. 

 

This Memorial Day, May 30, First Lutheran members and the Lake City community are 

invited to spend time reflecting and remembering loved ones while walking the 

Labyrinth. The labyrinth on the east side of the church is open for a meditative walk to 

honor those who have died: military service men and women, friends and family. The 

Labyrinth will be decorated with American flags. An information sheet about walking the 

labyrinth can be picked up at the church office. 

 

Join us for an evening of fun and fellowship at the Kick-Off to Summer of Family Fun! 

Next Saturday, June 4th, all are invited to enjoy hot dogs, chips, s'mores, and games 

after 5:30pm worship. Please sign up at the Welcome Center so Heidi knows how many 

to plan for. 

 

The Landscape Crew is looking for new members! If you would like to help weed, plant 

flowers, trim hedges, or water plants around church, please talk to Bekah for more 

information. 

 

If you haven't already, please take a few minutes to fill out FLC's time and talents 

survey here and return it to Bekah in the church office. FLC will have brief training on 

the various worship duties very soon - keep an eye out for an announcement as to 

when those will take place. 

 

Make sure you look at the kiosk outside of the office for congregational and community 

events and worship flower sign-ups. A note on purchasing flowers for worship - prices 

have changed! If you would still like 2 bouquets, the new price is $40. If you would 

prefer one larger bouquet, the price is $30. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XdNg_hQSX1DHMunNI8WQw
https://mcusercontent.com/77c7c6d2c1cfcdf43b66ccb3d/files/aee83634-22d0-10d7-b9e5-037932c61b8a/Time_and_Talents_2022_PDF.pdf
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Ways to stay connected with FLC: 

- Website: www.firstlc.org 

- Facebook: First Lutheran Church 

- YouTube: First Lutheran Church, Lake City, MN 

- Phone: 651-345-5003 

- Email: bekah.leafblad@firstlc.org 

Peace be with you! 
 

http://www.firstlc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/First-Lutheran-Church-21102329911
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XdNg_hQSX1DHMunNI8WQw

