
 

150th Anniversary Celebration 
Worship Service 

 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 

9:00 a.m. 

 Firs  Lutheran 

 Church 



Prelude 
“God So Loved the World” (John Strainer, arr. Smith/Hustad) - Kerstin Suby 

“A Song of Praise” - Junior Choir 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  
L:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
C:  Amen. 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

L:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Gracious God… 
C:  have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion   

forgiven us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

L:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
C:  Amen. 

 

Processional Song 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  #632 

 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  

our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 

Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;  

sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, 

From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
 

A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Invocation 
 

A Gift of Preparation for Worship 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” - Senior Choir 

 

Dialogue of Praise 
A. Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord! 
C. Praise the Lord! Give thanks to the Lord! 

  

A. God has blessed us and brought us to this time. 
C. God has blessed us and brought us to this place. 

  

A. God has caused God’s name to dwell in our midst. 
C. God has stirred our hearts and made us glad. 

  

A. God has shown us God’s glory in God’s mighty word. 
C. God has shown us the way of truth and life. 

  

A. Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord! 
C. Praise the Lord! Give thanks to the Lord! 

  

A. For 150 years, God has nurtured and fed us. 
C. For 150 years, God has shown us God’s grace. 

  

A. For 150 years, God has given God’s self in Word and Sacrament. 
C. For 150 years, God has empowered us with the Holy Spirit. 

  

A. For 150 years, God has made us God’s witnesses in the world. 
C. For 150 years, God has placed us in loving partnership with one another. 

  

A. Praise the Lord for 150 years! Praise the Lord for 150 more! 
C. Praise the Lord for evermore! Oh, praise the name of the Lord! 
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Song of Praise 
“God Is Here!”  #526 

 

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,  

may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.  

Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts  

wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 

Here are symbols to remind us of our life long need of grace;  

here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech,  

here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold;  

here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old.  

Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 

keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out.  

Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive;  

we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

 

Prayer of the Day  
L:  O God, 
C: you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever.  We give you 

thanks for those who founded this community of believers and for the signs of your 

presence in our congregation.  Increase in us the spirit of faith and love and make 

our community an example to all believers and to all nations.  We pray through   

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”  #597 vs. 1 

 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.  
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L:  The Holy Gospel today in from Luke 6: 46-49 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

(reading of the Gospel) 

L:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Gospel Acclamation 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”  #597 vs. 3 

 

His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood;  

when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the solid rock I sand; all other group is sinking sand.  
 

Sermon 
Rev. Emily Carson, SEMN Synod Minister 

 

Sermon Hymn 
“The Church’s One Foundation” #654 

 

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation by water and the word. 

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued. 
 

Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent a sunder, by heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,  

And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 

Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 

That we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
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Synod Presentation 
 

Exhortation and Prayer of Dedication 
P. The Lord God is his goodness has blessed us with 150 years of mission and ministry as 

First Lutheran Church. We are a remembering people, and it is good that we        

remember that God has chosen us, baptized us, and brought us together as the 

Church of Christ in this place. As remembering people, we look back at all the        

saving acts of God: the Creation, the Flood, the Covenant, the Exodus, the           

Incarnation, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the Church. 
 

We are a remembering people, but we are also a people of this day, brought      

together by God to be a holy community of believers: the Body of Christ, sharing, 

caring, working in the world, and living in the hope of the world to come. 
 

Our eyes look back with thanksgiving. Our eyes look forward in hope. Therefore, 

with thanksgiving for the past and hope for the future, let us dedicate ourselves 

and our lives to the mission which God gives us as the Church of Jesus Christ in this 

place. 
C. Almighty God, we give you thanks for the work you have done in this place. We 

give you thanks for your love and faithfulness. When we called on your name, you 

made your presence known to us. When we prayed, you heard us. When we 

preached your Word and administered your Sacraments, you were in our midst. 

You have accepted our humble sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. You have 

listened to our confessions and forgiven our sins. And you have sent your Holy Spirit 

to heal and comfort our hurts, our sorrows, our infirmities, and our losses. 
 

A. Continue to empower us with your Spirit, O Lord, that we might proclaim your      

Gospel to all people. 
C. We dedicate our lives to your service. 
 

A. Help us to witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ in all that we do and say. 
C. We dedicate our lives to your service. 
 

A. Show us how we might give care and support to the needy, love and mercy to the 

broken and forlorn. 
C. We dedicate our lives to your service. 
 

A. Show us new ways of loving one another and those around us. 
C. We dedicate our lives to your service. 
 

A. Break down those prejudices and barriers which divide us, and make us all one in 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 
C. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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A. Renew us by the Spirit, given at our baptisms, so that we might be challenged to 

move beyond our ruts, our apathy, and our anxieties of inadequacy. 
C. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

A. Grant that we may continually grow in the Spirit and in the ministry that you give us 

as members of your royal priesthood, the priesthood of all believers, so that we may 

carry out our mission of service and love. 
C. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

A. Continue to comfort, heal, and lift up the broken and afflicted among us. By the 

promise of your presence, bring us your healing love. 
C. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

A. Bring us at last to the joy of your eternal kingdom, where, with the faithful of this 

church who have gone before us and with all your saints, we may evermore praise 

your name. 
C. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

P. Blessed Lord, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control 

our wills and make us wholly yours. Use us as you will, to the glory of your holy name 

and the welfare of your people; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen 

 

Sharing the peace of the Lord 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C: And also with you. 

 

Offering of our Gifts 
 

Offering Song 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd” - Expressions 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Sharing the Meal 
“This Day of Gladness” - Bell Choir 

“Celebration on Duke Street” 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

Sending Song 
“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” #808 

 

Lord, Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I’ll tell ev’ry body about your wherever I go: 

you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 
 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 
 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 

For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 
 

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 

And with all of the family you saved by your love, 

we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 
 

Benediction 
 

A Gift of Song 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus ” - Senior Choir 

 

Sending 
L:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 


