
A READING 

The Word of God is always sacramental. In Hebrew, the words for 

“speaking” and “creating” are the same word.  When we say that God’s 

Word is sacred, we mean that God’s Word is full of God’s presence.  

This is the real miracle, a miracle that it takes faith to see- faith in the 

sense of openness, faith in the sense of willingness to wait, to watch, to 

listen, for the incredible presence of God here in the world among us.   In 

the end, every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God is the same 

Word, and the Word is Christ himself.  In the end, that is the vocation, 

the calling of all of us, the calling to be Christ’s in whatever way we are 

able to be.  To be Christ’s with whatever gladness and song we have and 

in whatever place, like a red dress in a gray world. So, we sing Alleluia 

along the road to sweeten our toil and we keep on walking.  We sing up 

and we keep on walking.  

(thoughts of Henri Nouwen, Frederick Buechner, and st. Augustine) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES… 

 

SONG                                 “Silent Night”                                           
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar,  

hean’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light  

radiant beams from your holy face,  

with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

FINAL PRAYER 

O Lord my God, I thank Thee that Thou hast brought this day to a close; 

I thank Thee that Thou hast given me peace in body and in soul.  Thy 

hand has been over me and has protected and preserved me.  Forgive my 

puny faith, the ill that I this day have done, and help me to forgive all 

who have wronged me.  Grant me a quiet night’s sleep beneath Thy     

tender care.  And defend me from all the temptations of darkness.  Into 

Thy hands I commend my love ones, and all who dwell in this house, I 

commend my body and soul.  O God, your Holy name is praised.  

(Dietrich Bonhoeffers’ evening prayer) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE BLESSING 

 

SENDING 

L: Go in peace. Spread the news the angels told. Tell the world: Your 

Savior is here! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 

Poinsettias Given For: 
 
 
Jodi Belden & Wade Crecelins – In Honor of Faith, Hope, & Love 

 
Sandra & Ross Bendickson – In Memory of Our Parents 

 
Jeff Chestnut – In Memory & Honor of Our Parents 

 
Jodi Diekmann – In Memory of Glenn Dwelle Sr. 

 
Steph & Dave Harvey – In Memory of Bob & Jane Johnson 

 
Russ and Steve Johnson Families – In Memory of Lynette Johnson 

 
Cheryl Luettinger – In Memory of Walt & Shirley Luettinger 

 
Karen & Denny Richardson—In Memory of Josh Richardson 

 
Richard & Gwen Schafer – In Memory of Leah 

 
Dick Sitta & Mary Durst—In Memory of Vic & Helen Sitta 

 
Peter & Kerstin Suby—In Memory of Ruth Suby 

 
Ric & Nita Wallace—In Memory of Our Loved Ones 

 
 

 

You may pick up your Poinsettia anytime after Wednesday, December 27.  
The office is closed on Tuesday, December 26. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24, 2019 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 



CHRISTMAS PRELUDE                     

 

A READING 

 

SONG                      “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  

 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,  

And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!  

 

A READING    

 

SONG                    “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                     
Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Once you sang creation’s story; Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

THE NIGHT PROCLAIMED… 

Leader:  Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth, 

Congregation:  When Man and Woman were formed in God’s own       

image; 

L:  Long after the great flood, 

C:  when God set the rainbow in the clouds as a sign of the covenant; 

L:  twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 

C:  thirteen centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom; 

L:  eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges; 

C:  a thousand years from the anointing of David as king; 

L:  in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel’s prophecy notes; 

C:  in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

L:  the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

C:  in the sixth age of the world, all earth being at peace, 

L:  Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father, 

C:  willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy, 

L:  was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, 

C:  Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 

 

SONG                      “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’ry where; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 

 

 

 

L:  May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song 

C:  Lord Jesus, You shall be my song as I journey 

(Les Petites Soeurs de Jesus and the L’ Arche Community) 

 

SONG                  “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I’ll tell ev’ry body about you wherever I go: 

you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 

SONG                  “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 
I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 

And with all of the family your saved by your love, 

we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 

 

A READING 

The gospel teaches that Christ was born, and that He died and suffered 

everything on our behalf, as is here declared by the angel.  In these words 

you clearly see that He is born for us.  He does not simply say, Christ is 

born, but to YOU He is born.  Neither does He say, I bring glad tidings, 

but to YOU I bring glad tidings of great joy.  Furthermore, this joy was 

not to remain in Christ, but it shall be to all the people. 

 

Therefore, see to it that you do not treat the Gospel only as history, for 

that is only transient; neither regard it only as an example, for it is of no 

value without faith. Rather, see to it that you make this birth your own 

and that Christ be born in you.  (Martin Luther) 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

L:  The peace of our newborn savior be within you all 

C:  and also within you. 

 

OFFERING INVITATION 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

A GIFT OF SONG 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

GOD’S GIVING CONTINUES… 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

SHARING THE MEAL 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

 
                   
 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’ry where; 

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

GOD’S HOLY WORD PROCLAIMED... 
Leader:  In the night we look for a song 

Congregation:  For Zion’s sake we will not keep silent 

L:  For Jerusalem’s sake we will not be quiet 

C: Until integrity shines out like the dawn (Isaiah 62: 1)                           

and salvation like a flaming torch  

L:  I will pour clean water upon you and cleanse you  (Ezekiel 36: 25/26) 

C:  I will give you a new heart and place a new song within you 

L:  I will praise the Lord as long as I live 

C:  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being 

L:  It is God who is faithful forever 

C:  Who is justice for the oppressed and bread for the hungry 

L:  It is God who sets prisoners free 

C: Who gives sight to the blind and raises up the bowed down in 

grief 

L:  It is God who loves the just 

C: Who protects the stranger and upholds the widowed and             

orphaned 

All:  God’s presence endures for all ages (Psalm 146: 2, 7-10) 

 

A GIFT OF SONG             

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

L:  In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to 

be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid for see- I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign 

for you:  you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the    

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

C:  Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace, good will 

toward all.  (Luke 2: 1-14) 

L:  Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey 

C:  You alone are our life and our peace and our love 

L:  As long as I live, make me your servant 

C:  May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of You 

 

 

 


